Black Man With Gun 


There is a proud history of the Black man and the 
gun. A history that can not, and should not be ig- 
nored when people debate about the problem of 
Blacl< men and guns today. Have no doubt, there is a 
problem with firearms in this country, it is predomi- 
nately a problem within the Black community, a prob- 
lem mostly effecting the bodies of men, and always, 
throughout history, the prohibition of firearms or 
weapons has always been a tool against the Black 
community. Any restriction upon guns is a backhand- 
ed way to disarm the Black man more than the White 
man. 

Let us examine some of this history and see how 
the Blacks have used firearms to defend their bod- 
ies, their property, and their rights. 

First, let us clarify the myth that the only reason a 
Black person ought to defend themselves is from a 
lynch mob - and, that because lynching rarely hap- 
pens these days, there is no more need for a Black 
person to have a gun. While it is true that many 
Blacks did defend themselves from an angry mob, 
this is not a sufficient answer. We should ask Asa 
Philip Randolph, the great union organizer, the 
man who led a famous march on Washington D.C. 
where Dr. King delivered his "I have a dream" 
speech, the man who in 1942 led a march on D.C. 
that led to the integration of the American military in 
WW2. In his paper, "Lynching: Capitalism its Cause; 
Socialism it's cure" Randolph argues: "The fallacy of 
[race prejudice being the cause of lynching] is imme- 
diately apparent in view of the fact that out of 3337 
persons lynched between 1882 and 1903, there 
were 1192 white persons." IVIr. Randolph claims, 
"The economic arrangement in the South is the fun- 
damental cause of race prejudice, which is the fuse 
which causes the magazine of capitalism to explode 
into race conflicts - lynchings. Prejudice is the chief 
weapon in the South which enables the capitalists to 

exploit both races The capitalists play Jewish 

against Irish Catholic workers." 

Frederick Douglass, who in 1863 was encourag- 
ing Blacks to join the Union and fight in the Civil War 
said, "In your hands that musket means liberty; and 
should your constitutional rights at the close of this 
war be denied, which in the nature of things, it can- 
not be, your brethren are safe while you have a Con- 
stitution which proclaims your right to i<eep and bear 
arms." This quote foreshadows everything we will 
examine. 

There was a time that even the Church demanded 
that the Blacks be armed, in African iVIethodist 
Episcopal Church wrote in the 1886 Christian 
Recorder. "...No military or civil officer has the right 
or authority to disarm any class of people, thereby 
placing them at the mercy of others. All men, without 
distinction of color, have the right to keep arms to 
defend their homes, families or themselves." 

Bishop Henry McNeal Turner wrote an editori- 
al in 1897, as a response to a local lynching, titled, 

"Negroes Get Guns!" 

Ida WeliS-Barnett, who was born a slave and who 
later became the most famous investigator of lynch- 
ing, after having her life repeatedly threatened, said, 
"[I had] already determined to sell my life as dearly 
as possible if attacked." "I felt if I could take one 
lyncher with me, this would even up the score a little 
bit." She bought a pistol after her friend, Tom IVIoss, 
was lynched. She advised the Black community, "The 
lesson this teaches and which every Afro-American 
should ponder well, is that a Winchester rifie should 
have a place of honor in every Black home." "[I]t 
should be used for that protection which the law 
refuses to give." 

Hubert Harrison, "the father of Harlem radical- 
ism", said, "I advise you to be ready to defend your- 
selves. I notice that the State Government has re- 
moved some of its restrictions upon owing firearms, 
and one form of live insurance for your wives and 
children might be the possession of some of these 
handy implements." 

Zora Hurston, perhaps the most important Black 
female writer of the first half of the 20* century, and 
another leader of the Harlem Renaissance, packed a 
chrome plated 6-shooter pistol as she traveled 
throughout the south. 


Rosa Parks, "By the time I was six, I was old 
enough to realize that we were not actually free. The 
Ku Klux Klan was riding through the Black communi- 
ty, burning churches, beating up people, killing peo- 
ple My grandfather kept his gun— a doubled bar- 
reled shotgun— close by at all times I remember 

thinking that whatever happened, I wanted to see it. I 
wanted to see him shoot that gun." Rosa Parks orga- 
nized community and neighborhood meetings that 
were so armed she recalled, "With the table so cov- 
ered with guns, I don't know where I would have put 
any refreshments." 

A 13 year old Walter White, in Atlanta in 1906, 
once stood side by side with his father as a mob 
prepared to burn down their house, "Son, don't shoot 
until the first man puts his foot on the lawn and then 
- don't you miss!" Mr. White would later lead the 
NAACP for 25 years. 

W.E.B. Du Bols, "I bought a Winchester double- 
barreled shotgun and two dozen rounds of shells 
filled with buckshot. If a white mob had stepped on 
the campus where I lived I would without hesitation 
have sprayed their guts over the grass." 

One should know about the family of Dr. Ossian 
Sweet, when he moved in to an all white neighbor- 
hood in Detroit in 1925, his family and 9 other peo- 
ple defended his home from a mob of attackers. All 
12 in the house were arrested for killing one of the 
attackers, but were later acquitted by a white jury - 
this famous court case established that a Black man 
could kill a White man in self-defense. 

Dr. Robert iVIorton, President of the Tuskegee 
University, learned of a plan by the Klan to kill him 
and burn the Tuskegee school down. Dr. Morton's 
attitude was recalled by Walter White: "I sat with him 
in his home at Tuskegee during the height of the 
trouble. He pointed to a rifle and a shotgun, well 
oiled and grimly businesslike, that stood in the cor- 
ner of the room. Although his words in cold print may 
sound overheroic, they did not sound so to me as he 
said quietly, 'I've got only one time to die. If I must 
die now to save Tuskegee Institute, I'm ready. I've 
been running long enough.'" 

Condoleezza Rice, the first female National Secu- 
rity Advisor under President Bush witnessed her 
neighborhood come under attack from racists when 
a bomb was tossed through the window of a neigh- 
bor's home. She grew up in Birmingham and wit- 
nessed the intense racism, her neighborhood formed 
an armed guard to keep out intruders. 

T. Thomas Fortune puts self-defense in perspec- 
tive: "We do not counsel a breach of the law, but in 
the absence of law ... we maintain that the individual 
has every right ... to protect himself ... We do not 
counsel violence, ...we council manly retaliation." 

Dr. TRM Howard, founder of the Regional Council 
of Negro Leadership (RCNL), kept a Thompson sub- 
machine gun in his home, and a rifle or shotgun in 
every corner of every room, and often wore a pistol 
on his waist. Every RCNL meeting was well armed, 
and it was expected that members would carry a 
concealed gun in public. 




Rev. Dr. iVIartin Luther King Jr. also practiced 
self-defense - he applied for a concealed weapon 
permit after his house was bombed but the request 
was refused by local authorities. Members of King's 
Baptist Church provided armed body guards for him, 
his home was described as "a virtual garrison" and in 
1956 his home was described as "the place is an 
arsenal." 

Robert F. Williams, activist and writer of 
"Negroes with Guns" (1962) said, "Racist consider 
themselves superior beings and are not willing to 
exchange their superior lives for our inferior ones. 
They are most vicious and violent when they can 
practice violence with impunity." He also wrote, "It 
has always been an accepted right of Americans, as 
the history of our Western states proves, that where 
the law is unable, or unwilling, to enforce order, the 
citizens can, and must act in self-defense against 
lawless violence." Robert was very active with the 
NAACP until he was kicked out for being too militant 
(following the events of the NAACP in Monroe, 1957, 
see below). Williams created a group called the Black 
Armed Guard which was a precursor to other armed 
Black Militia groups who followed a strategy labeled, 
"God, Gandhi, and Guns." 

Many NAACP chapter leadership members carried a 
firearm either to protect themselves or to protect 
other people in their community, especially NAACP 
leadership. In 1957, in Monroe, NC, the entire chap- 
ter of the NAACP received firearms training from the 
National Rifle Association. In Natchez, Mississippi 
armed men guarded the chapter leader George 
Metcalf - In Meridian, Miss., a group guarded the 
home of Claude Bryant - In Cambridge, Maryland, a 
guard defended the home of Gloria Richardson. 
Robert Hayling organized a defense force in Augus- 
tine, Florida to protect voters. A defense squad re- 
pelled an attack on Goldie Eubanks that left one 
Klansmen dead. E.W. Steptoe, chairman of the Amite 
County NAACP, "never went out of the door un- 
armed." What does the NAACP leadership do about 
guns today? They are busy penning letters in favor of 
restricting your ability to defend yourself. 

From this need of organized defense in the 1950's 

and 60's came the Deacons for Defense and 

Justice - this group formed after local authorities in 
Jonesboro, Louisiana refused to protect civil rights 
workers. The Deacons were primarily military veter- 
ans who protected people from Klan violence and 
police violence. The Deacons provided protection 
during the 1966 March Against Fear from Memphis 
to Jackson, Miss.. The leadership of the civil rights 
campaign could not endure the escalating violence 
that took place during the Freedom Rides and turned 
to an armed defense force because non-violent re- 
sistance was not sustainable. Some leadership 
looked to the State National Guard or Federal Gov- 
ernment. This group operated as a discrete armed 
force and was a decisive instrument in the advance- 
ment of civil rights throughout the South - this drew 
the attention of the FBI, who was more interested in 
where they got their firearms than investigating the 
Klan. In 1965 the Black Panther Party was es- 
tablished, and by 1968 the Deacons had disap- 
peared, likely the members absorbed into the Pan- 
thers. 


These people carried and used firearms as a re- 
sponse to state failure. The state failed to protect 
people, property, and rights - and I ask, does the 
State succeed in this today? 

The rate of murder of Blacks by police today far out- 
paces the rate of lynching of Blacks; a study con- 
firmed that 313 Black people died by the hands of 
police, security guards, and vigilantes in 2012, 
whereas between 1882 and 1903 there was 2,145 
cases of non-white lynching, or about 100 per year. 

A murder is a murder if a cop pulls a trigger or a 

noose is hung from a tree. 

The "War on Gangs" the "War on Drugs" and the 
"War on Terrorism" is a War on You. It is a war on 
everyone's freedom. Until this governments declares 
an end to the war on freedom, every free person 
should act as if war has been declared upon them. 

Free men are armed, slaves are disarmed. 


Protect yourself, protect your family, protect your community, talk to your neighbors. Sic Semper Tyrannis 


